The Presbyterian Cemetery as an Outdoor Classroom

Students from area Colleges and Universities came together to provide assistance researching key projects,
helping to write assessments and better serve the operating and business needs of the Presbyterian
Cemetery. While most of this work has been put on hold due to the coronavirus closing schools, we wanted
to share some of their progress. Students, faculty, and staff from Liberty University, Randolph College and
University of Lynchburg adopted the Presbyterian Cemetery as an intercollegiate and cross-curricular
outdoor classroom. We appreciate all of their efforts and hope that collaborations with these community
partners will continue.




* At Liberty University, Dr. David Snead’s Virginia History class researched the names of fifty burials. Each
student studied primary sources to tease out details of everyday people living extraordinary lives
during the 19th and 20th centuries. The fifty biographies were then edited by Joshua Tate, a junior
history major at LU. Many of these biographies were shared on our Facebook page.

+  University of Lynchburg's Bonnar Leader and History Major Alex Watkin, concentrated on the "servants
section" of the cemetery. According to the Burial Book, this section was designated for the black serv-
ants of families who were buried here during the 1800's. Unfortunately, there are no official records
listing dates, names or any standing monuments indicating that these plots were actually used. Sam
Tomlin of Green Vault Corporation did an official probe, followed by Randolph College's Professor Sarah
Sojka's Environmental Science class investigation. Dr. Sojka's students used ground penetrating radar,
proving the plots had indeed been used for several burials. We have asked the Legacy Museum to
"share the news" of this exciting discovery and to join PC and gain more knowledge regarding these
graves as well as help honor those interred with an Honorary monument. For her efforts, Alexa Watkin
received the top tier Robert C. McCauley award at University of Lynchburg.

«  University of Lynchburg alumnus Jacob Olichney, a plant biology student, has been sprucing up the
grounds by trimming bushes and identifying trees, shrubs, and flowers.

«  University of Lynchburg’s Bonner Leader students Schuyler Rowe and Matthew Varsi assisted with
board meeting documentation, special events planning and promotion and grant writing and research.

*  Liberty University students Danielle Oktay, Olivia Stuckey, Josh Pense and others worked long hours
making sure the grounds are cleaned up and free of debris while learning about plants, monuments,
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Please consider making a gift to The Presbyterian Cemetery, a 501¢(13)
nonprofit organization. Donations will go toward our general operating costs
and wherever the need is greatest. ALL gifts are most appreciated!

If you would like to restrict your gift for a specific purpose, please indicate
your donation go to The Friends of The Presbyterian Cemetery, our 501¢(3)
organization, and tell us how you would like your donation applied.

Thank you. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Follow or tag us on Instagram at historicpresbyterian

Like us or check in on Facebook at presbyteriancemeteryva
Follow us on Twitter at PresbyterianCel

Find us on the web at www.presbyteriancemeteryva.com

Office hours are 9:30am to 2:00pm Monday thru Thursday
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